i 9 


We Agreement of the Old and the © 
New Teſtament. | 


A FAREWEL 


8 E R M 0 N 


Preached to the 


8 QCIETFTY 


That Support the 


Wedneſday's Evening Lecture 
I'N 


GREAT EAST CH EAP, 
March 247h, 17 56. 


Publiſhed at their Requeſt. 


—Bv 


By JOHN G UV 


LONDON: 


Printed and Sold by G. KE1TH at the Bible and Crown 
in Grace- church-ſtreet; and J. RoBIns0N at Dock- 
head, Southwark. M,DCC.LVI. 


| Price. Six-pence, ] 


* 


us wa — oo 


: 
: 


— 


- — n, ie. ne 
7 hed GT DL , -- £4650 3 AR” 7 * 
\ "ul; 9 8 95 2 1 4 1 r _ — tes * 


a”. 


My Ho N OUR D, and Very Much 
ESTEEMED FRIEND, 


THOMAS WATSON, Eſq; 


| AND 
The reſt of my very Worthy Friends, 


THE 


S UB G DL 


TO THE 
Wedneſday Evening- Lecture in Great Eaſt- cheap, 


THE 
FOLLOWING DISCOURSE 
Is humbly Inſcribed, 


By their ſincere Friend, 
and Servant in Chriſt, 


JOHN GILL, 


S "Ty 4 . 
FO SY IE SE eS - Wet "1962008 F 


3 — re —-ę — PETERS 


* 
- 
Fi 
* 
* 
7 
: 
— 
1 
* 
* 
- 
* 
— 
* 
. 
* 
* 
* 
. 
* 
N. 2 re Mnnmm mem 1 oo, 1 CEE CEN E III 
SET $A =. £067 db Ska E s * — — — am * " 
872 dare — 8 . 2 * s — * NPIS oa 4. i, A Act a EEE AS tt * 

* * N 4g — — 2 ˙— R—_— — — 

0 o 1 * | ** — « n =O L p 
nr ee EET Ie. Eee ere _ - - : Fer" l . C 1 8 4 \ * = F 9 

: _ — 2 — - — — JE wack gion — a, , " nnn, Py" » as. 

— — eee ” 9 K-•(wͤ 2 PRI = — — „ „ — — — vs — ths <a 2 h oy 3 


131 


SY 2 16 
LM ESO > aus SS 
S 8 
| WI 
Sf 2 


D * N 


ACT sS xxvi. 22, 23. 

Having therefore obtained help of Cod, 
I continue unto this day, witneſſing 
both to ſmall and great; ſaying none 
other things than thoſe which the 
prophets and Moles did ſay fhould 
come : that Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, and 
that he ſhould be the firſt that ſhould 
riſe from the dead, and ſhould ſhew 
light unto the people, and to the 
Gentiles. 


about to take my leave of, was 
- 6A ſet up in the year 1729, between 
fix and ſeven and twenty years 
ago. I opened it with a diſcourſe or two 
on the words of the Pſalmiſt in Pf. Ixxi. 16. 
Iwill go in the ſirength of the Lord God; 1 
Will make mention of thy righteouſneſs, even 
of thine only : my view in the choice of thoſe 


words was, partly to obſerve that I under- 
A took 
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took the ſervice of the Lecture, and engaged 
in this work, not in my own ſtrength, but 
in the ſtrength of Chriſt, hoping for and 
expecting the aid and aſſiſtance of his Spirit 
and grace; and partly to ſhew that my in- 
tentions and reſolutions were to preach that 
great and glorious doctrine of a ſinner's free 
juſtification before God, by the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt imputed to him, with all 
others that are analogous to it, or in con- 
nection with it; which Luther rightly called 
articulus ſlantis wel cadentis eccleſiæ, the ar- 
ticle of the church ſtanding or falling, or 
that by which it ſtands or falls; for as that 
doctrine is received or rejected, the church 
of Chriſt in all ages and periods of time 
flouriſhes or declines. And thro' the grace 
of God I have been enabled to abide by theſe 
reſolutions throughout my concern in this 
Lecture; and now I cloſe it with a diſcourſe 
on the words read, having therefore obtained 
Help of God, &c. which are part of an apo- 
logy or defence, which the apoſtle Paul 
made for himſelf in a very numerous aſſem- 
bly; at the head of which were very great 
perſonages, as Agrippa king of the Fews, 
Bermce his ſiſter, Feſtus the Roman gover- 
nor, with the chief captains, and principal 
men of the city of Ceſarea, and all in open 
court; which verified what our Lord had. 


foretold to his diſciples, ſaying *, ye ſhall be 


brought 


_ Matt. X. 18, 


1 
brought before kings and governors for my 
ſake, The apoſtle being permitted to ſpeak 
for himſelf, addreſſed the king in a very 
polite manner, and gave an account of him- 
ſelf from his youth upwards ; how that he 
was brought up in the ſtricteſt ſect of the 
Tewiſh religion, a Phariſee ; trained up in 
the belief and hope of the promiſed Meſſiah, 
and of the reſurrection of the dead ; and 
poſſeſſed with prejudices againſt Jeſus of 
Nazareth and his followers, againſt whom 
he was exceeding mad, and perſecuted them 
to ſtrange cities; and how that in the midſt 
of his career of rage and fury againſt them, 
it pleaſed the Lord to meet with him, and 
convert him: and then he relates the man- 
ner of his converſion ; how an amazing 
light ſurrounded him and {truck him, and 
thoſe that were with him, to the ground; 
that he heard a voice ſpeaking to him by 
name, and what anſwer he returned to it ; 
when he was not only effectually called by 


grace, but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt perſonally 


appeared to him, and made him a miniſter 
of the everlaſting goſpel ; promiſed him pro- 
tection and deliverance from all people, Jews 
and Gentiles, to whom he ſhould ſend him; 
and pointed out the ends and uſefulneſs of 


his miniſtration ; 70 open the eyes of men, to 


turn them from darkneſs to light, and from 
the power cf ſatan unto God, that they may 
receive forgiveneſs of fins, and an inheritance 

1 among 


161 
among them which are ſanct i ſied by faith that 


is in Chriſt; upon which he obſerves to 
Agrippa, that he was not diſobedient to the 


heavenly vifion ; but immediately preached 


the doctrines of faith, repentance and good 
works at Damaſcus, the place where he then 
was, and at Feruſalem, and through all the 
land of Judea, and then among the Gentiles; 


and theſe were the only cauſes and reaſons 


of the rage of the Jets againſt him, and 
which moved them to ſeek to take away his 
life time after time: but notwithſtanding, the 
Lord preſerved him for much and long uſe- 


fulneſs in the miniſtry of the goſpel; which 


he takes notice of in the words before us, 


having therefore obtained help of God, &c. 
In which may be obſerved, | 

Firſt, that the apoſtle aſcribes his conti- 
nuance in life, and in the miniſtry of the 


word, to the help that he had obtained: of 


God ; which help, 

1. Deſigns the care of divine providence 
exerciſed towards him in a ſpecial way and 
manner. The providence of God is com- 
mon to all his creatures; it is owing to 
that, the ſouls of men are wpheld in life ; 
and as life itſelf is a grant and favour from 


the Lord, ſo it is his providential vr/tarion 


that preſerves the ſþirits of men. In him 
all live, and move, and have their being“; 
they not only have it from him, but they 
are 

. Pf. Ixvi. 9 Job x. 12. Acts xvii. 28. 


171 I 
are ſupported in it by him; and there is 4 
fpecial providence which ſuperintends the 
people of God ; though he is the Saviour of 
all men, yet more eſpecially of thoſe that be- 
lieve*; and particularly miniſters of the go- 
ſpel are in a remarkable manner . preſerved 
by the Lord; he holds theſe ſtars in his right 
hand“; they are his peculiar care and charge, 
and he continues their uſeful lives for much 
ſervice in his church. This was the happy 

caſe of our apoſtle. | 
2. It takes in, and has a particular re- 
ſpect unto, the deliverance of him from 
dangers to which he was expoſed, and 
which Chriſt promiſed him, ver. 17. and 
he here acknowledges was made good unto 
him. As ſoon as he became a convert, 
and a preacher of the goſpel, the Jets laid 
in wait for him to take away his life ; in- 
ſomuch that the diſciples were obliged to 
let him down in a baſket by the wall of the 
city of Damaſcus, to make his eſcape ; at 
another time they found him in the temple, 
and fell upon him, and beat him unmerci- 
fully, and would have deſtroyed him, had 
not the chief captain of a Roman band ran 
to his relief; and after this, forty of them 
bound themſelves under a curſe, not to eat 
or drink until they had killed him; beſides 
many perils of life was he in among the 
Gentiles, as at Tyſtra, Iconium, and other 
places; 

© 1 Tim. iv. 10. © Rev. ii. 1. 
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EF 
places ©; but he obtained help of the Lord 
againſt "all his enemies, and deliverance 


from all dangers ; and continued a faithful 
diſpenſer, of the word, and food © his ground, 


through all difficulties, and in ſpite of all 


oppalition . 

3. This includes all that help and aſſiſt- 
ance which he received from the Lord in 
preaching the goſpel; for notwithſtanding 
his natural and acquired abilities, and the 
ordinary and extraordinary gifts of the Spirit 
beſtowed on him, yet he was conſcious of 
= own weakneſs and inability in himſelf 

rform ſuch ſervice; and therefore aſks®, 
= 7s ſufficient for theſe things ? he knew 
he was not of himſelf, and that the grace 
of Chriſt alone was /ufficzent for him; that 
it was his ftrength which was made perſed? 
in his weakneſs; that it was through Christ 


ftrengthening him he did thoſe all and won- 


derful things he did; that tho' he /aboured 
more abundantly than any of the apoſtles, 
yet it was not he but the grace of God which 
was with him“; by which he was what he 
Was as a nitallter, and had what he had as 
ſuch, and did what he did under that cha- 
racter ; and by which he was enabled to 
preach the goſpel ſo frequently, fo conſtant- 
tv, ſo fully, and in ſo many places from 
Jeraſalem round about to Illyricum. 


Secondly, 
Acts ix. 24, 25. and xiv. 19. and xxi. 32, 33. and XX111. 
3 f Erxyxzy,, ett. 8 2 Cor. ii. 16, 


® x Cor. xy, 10. 2 Cor. xli. 9. Phil. iv. 13. 
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Secondly, the apoſtle expreſſes the nature 
of the work he was engaged and continued 
in, by wrnefſing : it was a teſtifying the go- 
ſpel of the grace of Gd; bearing witneſs 
to the truth of it, to the grace of God in 
it; his free favour in chuſing men to ſalva- 
tion, in providing and ſending Chriſt to be 
the ſaviour of them, and in the whole of 
their ſalvation by him: it was a giving teſ- 
timony to Chriſt, to his perſon, office and 
grace; hence the goſpel is called the Ze/t7- 
mony of our Lord * : the. apoſtles of Chriſt 
were made and appointed to be his wit- 
neſſes, to teſtify of his incarnation, works, 
ſufferings, death, reſurrection from the dead, 
aſcenſion to heaven, and of all things they 
had heard, and ſeen, and knew concerning 
him; and ſo was the apoſtle Paul, ver. 17. 
and all miniſters of the goſpel are witneſſes, 
who propheſy, though in ſackcloth, and 
will do fo to the end of the reign of Anti- 
chriſt, 

Thirdly, the perſons to whom he wit- 
neſſed, he ſays, were ſmall and great; hav- 
ing no doubt a ſpecial regard to the audi- 
ence he was now addreſſing, conſiſting of 
great perſonages, as before obſerved, and 
of a multitude of the common people ; he 
bore witneſs to the truths of Chriſt and his 
goſpel, to all forts of men, of every age, 
rank and condition of life, high and low, 

rich 
Acts xx. 24. & 2 Tim. i. 8, 
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foundation of the apoſtles and prophets, The 
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rich and poor, and of every character, wiſe 
and unwiſe ; his commiſſion being the ſame 
with the reſt of all the apoſtles, reached to 
all; go into all the world, and preach the 
goſpel to every creature \, : 

Fourthly, the ſubject- matter of the apoſtle's 
miniſtry 1s ſignified; 1ſt, more generally, as 
what agreed with the doctrine of the Old 
Teſtament, with Mojes and the prophets : 
2dly, more particularly, as it reſpected, in 


agreement with them, the ſufferings and 


reſurrection of Chriſt, and his being a light 
to Jews and Gentiles, And on theſe 7400 
things I ſhall a little enlarge. 


I. What the apoſtle chiefly inſiſted upon 
in his miniſtry in general, was the ſame with 


what Moſes and the prophets had ſpoken of; 


ſaying none other things than thoſe which 


the prophets and Moles did ſay ſhould come, 
or ſhould be ® : as he agreed with them in 
the following things, which are particularly 
reſpected, ſo in every thing they faid ; there 
is an entire harmony and conſent between 
the prophets of the Old, and the apoſtles 
of the New Teſtament ; and eſpecially in 
every thing concerning Chriſt : they agreed 
in laying him as the foundation of the church 
and people of God, and of their faith, hope 


and happineſs; hence he is called ®, zhe 


Old 


Mark xvi 15. Pacha. a Eph, ii. 20. 


11 

Old and the New Teſtaments are like the che- 
rubim over the mercy- ſeat, which were ex- 
actly of the ſame form and ſize; their faces 
were to each other, and both to the mercy- 
ſeat, a type of Chriſt; as the cherubim were 
of the miniſters of the word, the prophets of 
the Old, and the apoſtles of the New Teſta- 
ment. Theſe two parts of the ſacred ſcrip- 
ture are the church's two breaſts, which are 
like two young roes that are twins; that ate 
in every thing, in nature, colour and pro- 
portion like to each other. Our Lord and 
his apoſtles appealed to the writings of 
Moſes and the prophets, for the truth of 
what they delivered ; they fetched quota- 
tions from them to ſupport their doctrines 
by; and theſe are ſaid 5 them to be able 
to make men wiſe unto ſalvation, and to be 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, and for inſtruction in righteouſneſs, 
and to make the man of God thoroughly fur- 
niſhed unto all good works? : there is not a 
doctrine of the goſpel, but what may be 
eſtabliſhed and confirmed by theſe ſacred 
books. And this will ſoon and eafily ap- 
pear by a ſhort detail of ſome of the prin- 
cipal and peculiar doctrines of it. As, 

1. The doctrine concerning the divine 
Being, and the perſons in the Godhead. One 
branch of which is, that there is but one 

God, 

Cant. iv. 5. Þ 2 Tim, iti, 15, 36, 17. 


B 
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God. This is the voice of reaſon and re- 
velation, the language of the Bible, of both 
Teſtaments, old and new. Our Lord fre- 
quently ſuggeſts this truth, and ſo do his 
apoſtles ; and the apoſtle Paul particularly, 
in the name of the reſt, and indeed of all 
chriſtians, ſays 20 us there is but one God d; 
and this is what Moſes ſaid *, hear, O Iſrael, 
the Lord our God is one Lord: the prophets 
ſay the ſame, and the Lord by them; be- 


fore me there was no God formed, neither 
ſpall there be after .me — is there a God be- 
fides me? yea there is no God, I know not 


any; all which is ſaid in oppoſition to the 


polytheiſm of the heathens, but not to the 


excluſion of any of the divine perſons in 
the Godhead ; for another branch of this 
doctrine is, that there is a plurality of per- 
ſons in God, and that theſe are neither more 
nor fewer than three; for as the apoſtle 
John ſays , there are three that bear record 
in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are one; and 
which agrees with the doctrine of Chriſt, 
as appears by his appointing the ordinance 
of baptiſm to be adminiſtred, in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoft*; which three divine perſons ap- 
peared at the baptiſm of Chriſt ; there was 
the Son of God in human nature ſubmitting 


tO 
I Matt. xix. 17. Mark xii. 29, 32. John, xvii. 3. 1 Cor. 
viii. 6. 1 Tim. ii. &. 3j  - 1 lil, 


10. and xliv, 8. t 1 John, v. 7. 1 Matt. xxviii, 19. 
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to that ordinance; and there was the voice 
of the Father from heaven, declaring, that 
this was his beloved Son, in whom he was 
well pleaſed; and there was the Holy Spi- 
rit, which deſcended as à dove upon Chriſt * 
hence the antients uſed to ſay, go to Jordan 
and learn the doctrine of the Trinity: and 
this is no other than what is to be found 
in the writings of Moſes, and the prophets. 
Meſes plainly intimates a plurality of per- 
ſons in the Deity, when he repreſents God 
as ſaying, let us make man in our image, af. 
ter our likeneſs — let us go down, and there 
confound their language * ; and his account 
of the creation, plainly ſuggeſts there were 
three, and no more. God, the firſt perſon, 
the Father, made the heavens and the earth 
and God the Word, the eſſential Word, the 
ſecond perſon, ſaid, let there be light, and 
there was light; and the Spirit of God, or the 
Spirit of the Meſſiah, as the Fes call him, 
the third perſon, moved upon the face of the 
waters ?, and brought the dark and in- 
formed chaos into a beautiful order. AM 
which is ſummarily comprehended in the 
words of the Pſalmiſt *; by the Word, the 
_ eſſential Word of the Lord, of Jehovah the 
Father, were the heavens made ; and all the 
hoſt of them, by the breath or ſpirit off bis 
mouth. And the prophets all agree in, and 

B 2 bear 


vw Matt. ui. 16, 17. Gen. i. 26. and xi, 7. 
i. Z Pf, xxxiil. 6. 


[14] 

bear teſtimony to this truth: not to men- 
tion any other than thoſe words in Jaiab *, 
and now the Lord God and his Spirit hath 
fent me; here are Jehovah and his Spirit 
fpoken of, as concerned in the miſſion of 
Chriſt into this world. Another branch of 
this doctrine is, that each of the divine 
_m is God; not to ſay any thing of the 

ather, the firſt perſon, about whom there 
is no queſtion : the fecond perfon, the Son 
of God, 1s expreſly called by the apoſtle 
John, the laſt of the apoſtles, with whom 
the reſt agree, the true God and eternal life *; 
and this doctrine clearly appears in the writ- 
mgs of the Old Teſtament, for to the Son, 
he ſaith, thy throne, O God, is for ever and 
ever ©; and he that is promiſed as the child 
that ſhould be born, and the ſon given, is 
named the mgbty God“; he who is pro- 
pheſied of as the ſaviour of loſt ſinners, is 
called their God, your Gad will come and 


| fave you *; he that is ſpoken of that ſhould 


be incarnate and become man, is ſaid to be 
not a mere man, but he man, Jebovabs 
fellow* ; his equal, who thought it no rob- 
bery to be equal with God. And as for the 
Bleſſed Spirit, who, in the New Feſtament, 
is called the Lord the Spirit; and lying to 
him is repreſented as lying to God; ſo in 
the Old Teſtament ſuch things are aſcribed 

2 If. xlviii. 16. d r John, v. 20. PC Pug 


4 If. ix. 6. H. xxxv; 4: Zech. xii. 7, 
3 2 Cor. ii. 18, Acts, v. 3, 4. 5 


I 


to him, as clearly ſhew him to be a divine 
rſon; ſuch as, his concern in the creation 


of all things; his bringing the earth into 
proper form and order, by moving on the 


face of the waters; garniſhing the heavens, 


and beſpangling them with ſtars; making 
man, and giving him life and underſtand- 
ing R. Es 
3 The doctrine reſpecting the perſon and 
offices of Chriſt, is the ſame in both teſta- 
ments. Is he called in the New Teſtament 
the Son of God ? is the doctrine of his di- 
vine Sonſhip written as with a ſun-beam, 
in the books of it? is he owned to be the 
Son of God, by angels, and men, good and 
bad, as well as declared to be ſo by his Fa- 
ther himſelf? is this an article of the a 


ſtles creed, in which they all unite, faying *, 


we believe and are ſure that thou art Chriſt 
the Son of the living God? not by office, but 
by nature; for this is not a term of office, 
but of relation. The writings of the Old 
Teſtament agree herein, in which the ſe- 
cond perſon is often called the Son of God. 
Daniel knew him as ſuch, and had inſtil- 
led ſuch a ſentiment of him into the mind 
of Nebuchadnezzar, an heathen monarch ; 
or otherwiſe, how could he have faid &, that 
the form of the fourth perſon, in the fiery 
furnace, 7s like the Son of God? Solomon, 
long 


* Gen. i. 2. Job, xxvi. 13. and xxxii. 8. and xxxiii. 4. 
John, vi. 69. K Dan. ui. 25, 
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long before him, under the name of Agur, 
ſays of God, and his divine Word, what 
is his name, and what is his Son's name, if 
thou canſt tell? and David his father be- 
fore him, introduces the ſecond perſon as 
declaring what his divine Father had ſaid 
unto him; the Lord bath ſaid unte me, thou 
art my Son, this day have ] begotten thee : 
hence David exhorts the kings and judges 
of the earth to #2/s this Son of God; that 
is, to ſerve, worſhip, and obey him ; who 
appears to be a divine perſon, by his being 
a proper object of truſt and confidence; 

bleſſed are all they that put their truſt in 
him v. Do the writings of the New Teſta- 
ment ſpeak of Chriſt as God and man in one 
perſon, this being the great myſtery of god- 
lineſs, God manifeſt in the fleſh*? The writ- 
ings of the Old Teſtament ſpeak of him alſo 
in both natures as meeting in him: when 
they repreſent. him as a child to be born, 
they declare him to be the mighty God and 
everlaſting Father ; and when they intimate 
be ſhould be @ branch of David's family, 
they give him the name of Jehovah our 
righteouſneſs; and when they ſpeak of him 
as a man, they call him Jehovah's fellow o. 
Is he in the New Teſtament faid ? to be the 
mediator between God and men ? the writers 
of the Old Teſtament ſpeak of him as draw- 
| ing 
Prov. xxx. 4. FN. 2,42. 22 140-2. 


fer. xxii. 5. 6. Zech. xiii. 7, 
P 1-11: 1. 
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ing near to God, engaging his heart to ap- 
proach unto him; as becoming the ſurety 
of his people; as being the days-man that 
lays his hands on both; as ſignified by Ja- 
cob's ladder, which reached from earth to 
heaven, and united both; as the mercy-ſeat, 
from off of which the Lord communes 
with his ſaints; and as the angel of God's 
preſence, who appears for his people in it, 
and introduces them into it 4. Do the apo- 
ſtles of Chriſt make mention of him as in- 
veſted with the offices of prophet, prieſt, 
and king ? this is no other than what Moſes 
and the prophets ſaid ſhould be. Moſes 
foretells that God would riſe up à prophet 
like unto him out of the children of T/rael, 
whom they ſhould hearken to*® ; and David“ 
ſays of the Meſſiah, that he was by the con- 
ſtitution and oath of God, @ prieſt after the 
order of Melchizcdeck; and other prophets 
fignify that he ſhould make his ſou! an of- 
fering fer fin, and make interceſſion for tranſ- 
greſſors* ; which are the two parts of his 
prieſtly office: and there is no need to ſay, 
that he is often promiſed and propheſied of 
as a king that ſhould come, it is ſo noto- 
rious; H e, O daughter of Zion — thy 
king cometh unto thee *. 

3. The ſeveral! peculiar doctrines of ſpe- 
cial and diſtinguiſhing grace are to be ob- 


N ſerved 
2 Jer. xxx. 21, Job, ix 32. Gen. xxviü. 12. Exod. 
XXV, 22, [f. Ixiii. . Dent: Ani. 15. PLE $6 


. Ui 30,42. Zech. i 


2 
5 
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ſerved in the writings of the Old Teſtament, 
as well as of the New. As for inſtance, 
the doctrine of eternal, perſonal election: is 
it a truth of the New Teſtament, that ſome 


men are choſen in Chriſt their head before 


the foundation of the world to be holy and 
happy? It is ſuggeſted in the Old, that 
Chriſt is God's firſt and chief eleF, in whim 
hrs foul delighteth, and is choſen by him out 
of the people; and has a people choſen by 
the Lord for his peculiar treaſure and inbe- 
ritance “; for himſelf, or his glory, to enjoy 
everlaſting communion with him. Know 
that the Lord hath ſet apart, in a moſt won- 
derful and gracious manner, him that is god- 
ly; him to whom God is good and gracious, 
and who is the object of his free grace and 
favour, as the word fignifies * ; for himPpelf, 
his ſervice and honour. The ſame writings 
declarc, that God has made with Chriſt, 
with David, his choſen, an everlaſting co- 
venant ; that Chriſt is ſet up from ever- 
laſting as mediator of it; that h/s gorngs 
forth in it were of old, from everlaſting; that 
he is the meſſenger of it, yea the covenant 
itſelf; that all the bleſſings and promi- 
ſes of it belong to him, and are therefore 
called the ſure mercies of David; which 
| are 
I. xl. 1. Pf. borxix. 10. and cxxxv. 4 oH * 
eſt is, quem Deus gratia ac miſericordia ſua in Chriſto com- 
plectitur, &c. Joh. Henr. Michael. not. in Pſ. iv. 3. 


Pſ. Ixxxix. 3, 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. Prov. viii. 22. Mic. 
v. 2. Mal. iii. 1. If xlit. 6, and lv. z. 
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are all abſolute and unconditional, and are - 


all confirmed and eſtabliſhed by the blood 
of Chriſt, ſaid to be the blood of the cove- 
nant *, in one Teſtament, as in the other. 
The doctrine of particular redemption 1s 
held forth in both, and appears alike ; the 
perſon of the redeemer is the ſame, that 
ſhould come to, and out of Zion; the re- 
deemed are the ſpiritual and myſtical Ja- 
cob and 1/rael ; the things they are redeem- 
ed from, are all their fins, ſatan that is ſtronger 
than they, and death and hell they deſerve *: 
the doctrine of juſtification our apoſtle fo 
much inſiſted upon in his miniſtry and writ- 
ings, is clearly expreſſed by the prophets; 
from whence it appears that it is God that 


Juſlifies Chriſt the head, and all his people 
in him; that it is 22, and by him, that a// 
the feed of Iſrael are juſtified and ghry ; ; and 
that it is ½ him they have their juſtifying 


righteouſneſs, which is called an everlaſting 

one; and hence he is called the Lord their 
righteouſneſs * : the doEtrine of pardon of 
ſin, which is an evangelical one, and of 
pure revelation, is ſpoken of by Moſes and 
the prophets, as by Chriſt ; for to him give 
all the prophets witneſs, that thro bis name 
whoſoever believeth in him ſhall receive re- 


miiſion of fins ©; and by them it appears that 


there 
= Zech. ix 11. See Heb. xiii. 20. If. liz. 26% | 
and xliii. 1. Pf, cxxx. 7. ſer. xxxi. 11. d If. I. 8. and 


xIv. 24, 28. Dan, ix. 24. Jer. xxiii. 6 Acts x. 43. 
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[ 20 ] 
there is forgiveneſs with God; and that it 
is of all ſins, and is an act of God's free 
grace and mercy, and peculiarly his; and 
who before the face of Moſes proclaimed his 
name, a God gracious and merciful, pardon- 
ing iniquity, tranſgreſſion and fin * : and the 
agreement of other doctrines of the New 
Teſtament with the Old, may eaſily be ob- 
ſerved, as being no other than what is there 
aſſerted ; as that converſion is not by gt 
or power of man, but by the Spirit of the 
Lord*®; and that they that have the true 
grace of God ſhall perſevere to the end; 
ſhall go from ſtrength to ſirength, grow 


ftronger and ſtronger, and hold on their way; 


and that the fear of God being put into 
their hearts, they ſhall never depart from 
himf; and that there will be a reſurrection 
of the dead, and a future judgment ; that 


_ thoſe that fleep in the duſt of the earth ſhall 


awake, ſome to everlaſting life, and ſome to 
everlaſiing ſhame and contempt s; and that 
God will /udge the righteous and the wicked, 
and bring every work into judgment, good 
or evil, open or ſecret b. | 


II. The particular things here obſerved, 
in the miniſtration of which the apoſtle 
agreed with Moeſes and the prophets, are 
ſuch as reſpect the ſufferings and reſurrec- 

| tion 

4 Pf. exxx. 4. and ciii. 3. If. xlii. 25. Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. 


© Zech. iv. 6. f Pſ. Ixxxiv. 7. Job xvii. 9. Jer. 
xxxii. 40. E Dan. Xii. 2. a Eccl, iii. 17. and xii. 14. 
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tion of Chriſt, and his being a light to Jews - 
and Gentiles ; that Chrift ſhould ſuffer, and 
that he ſhould be the firſt that ſhould rife from 
the dead, and fhew hight to the people and to 
the Gentiles, 

1ſt, That Chriſt ſhould ſuffer ; a ſuffer- 
ing Chriſt is the principal ſubject of the 
goſpel - miniſtry. The apoſtles preached 
Chri/} crucified, as having ſuffered the death 
of the croſs in the room and ſtead of, and 
for the ſake of men; and the apoſtle Paul 
determined lo know, that is, to make known 
none but Chrift and him cruciſied, as the 
only ſaviour of men. This was the ft 
and principal thing of all which he Jehrver- 
ed where-ever he came, that Chri/t die 'd jor 
our fins according to the ſcriptures *, The 
perſon ſaid to ſuffer is Chriſt ; not the Fa- 
ther, as ſome called Patri- paſſiaus from 
thence, are ſaid to hold; they, as the Sa- 
* e aſſerting there is but one perſon in 
the Godhead ; but of the Father our Lord 
ſays k, ye have neither heard bis voice at any 
time, nor feen his ſhape. He never aſſumed 
a nature capable of ſuffering ; nor the Holy 
Spirit neither; he formed, prepared, and 
adorned the human nature of Chriſt, and 
Chriſt h tbe eternal Spirit offered himſelf 
to God! ; but the Spirit ſuffered not; it was 
the Son of God that became incarnate, and 
C-Y appeared 
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eared in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh; and 
whom God ſpared not, but delivered up into 
the hands of juſtice and death for us all m. 
it was not indeed in his divine nature, as the 
Son of God, he ſuffered, for that is impaſ- 
ſible; but in the human nature he aſſumed, 
which he took on purpoſe, that he might 
have ſomething to offer; as it was neceſſary 
he ſhould, that he might be put to death in 
the fleſh, and be crucified thro weakneſs ® : 
and yet his ſufterings are aſcribed to his 
whole perſon, and even as that is denomi- 
nated from his divine nature ; juſt as what 
belongs to his divine nature is predicated 
of his perſon, as denominated from his hu- 
man nature ; for inſtance, his omnipreſence, 
which is an attribute of deity, is aſcribed to 
Chriſt, denominated the fon of man; and 
no man hath aſcended up to heaven, but he 
that came down from heaven, even the ſen of 
man which is in heaven * : and fo, on the 
other hand, the ſufferings of Chriſt, which 
are peculiar to his human nature, are ſpoken 
of his perſon, as deſcribed from his divine 
nature; as when it is ſaid, they would not 
have crucified the Lord of glory, and God 
purchaſed the church with his own blood? : 
this is owing to that ſtrict, cloſe, hypoſta- 
tical, or perſonal union there is of the two 
natures in the Son of God; and hence is 


the 


* Rom. viii. 3, 32. " 1 Pet. iii. 18. 2 Cor. xiii. 4. 
o John, iii. 13. P1 Cor. ii. 8. Acts, xx. 28. 
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the efficacy of the blood, righteouſneſs and 
ſacrifice of Chriſt : his blood cleanſeth from 
all ſin a, becauſe it is the blood of him who 
is the Son of God; and his righteouſneſs 
juſtifies from all ſin, becauſe it is the righte- 


ouſneſs of God, of him who is God as well 
as man; and his ſacrifice expiates all ſin, and 
is a ſufficient atonement for it, becauſe it 
is the ſacrifice of himſelf. Should it be aſk- 
ed, what it was that Chriſt ſuffered? the 
anſwer is, that he ſuffered in his name, cre- 
dit, and reputation, which he willingly ſub- 
mitted to, and therefore is ſaid to have 
made himſelf of no reputation: he was con- 
tent to be reckoned a worm, and no man *; 
he was traduced as a ſinful man, as a ſedi- 
tious perſon, as having a devil, and doing 
his miracles by his help and aſſiſtance. He 
ſuffered in his body, being beat and bruiſed, 
buffeted and ſcourged, pierced in his hands 
and feet with nails, in his fide with a ſpear, 
and in his head with thorns ; he ſuffered 
the painful, ſhameful and accurſed death of 
the croſs : he ſuffered in his foul, partly by 
the temptations of ſatan, for he ſuffered be- 
ing tempted*; and partly by enduring the 
wrath of God in the room and ſtead of his 
people; in the garden, when his ſoul became 
exceeding forrowful even unto death; and 
upon the croſs, when his God and Father 

tortook 

91 1 John, i. 7. r Phil. ii. 8. Pſ. xxii. 6. 
t Heb. ii. 18. Matt. xxvi. 38. 
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forſook him, and he cried out in the agony 
of his ſpirit, my Gad, my God, why haſt thou 
forſaken me * his ſoul, as well as his body, 
was offered, and became a ſacrifice for fin. 
And all this he endured, not on his own 
account ; he was cut off in a judicial way, 
by the hand of divine juſtice, but not for 
himſelf *, for any fin of his; he knew none, 
nor did any, but he was wounded for our 
tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for our iniquities ; 
it was for the tranſgreſſion of his people that 
he was ftricken?, ſmitten and afflicted of 
God; not for angels, and any ſins of theirs, 
whoſe nature he did not aflume, nor are 
they ſpared and faved ; but for men, finful 
men, the worſt of men, the chief of ſin- 
ners; he ſuffered the juſt for the unjuſt * 
not for all the individuals of mankind ; for 
his redeemed ones are redeemed from among 
men, and out of every kindred, tongue, peo- 

le, and nation *; they are a peculiar people 
Chriſt ſuffered for, his ſheep he laid down 
his life for, the church he gave himſelf an 
offering and a ſacrifice for unto God, of a 
fweet-ſmelling ſavour ® :' and his ends in all 
his ſufferings were to make peace with God 
for them, which is done by the blood of 
his croſs ; to procure the pardon of all their 
fins, which is obtained the ſame way; and 
to redeem them from all iniquity, which re- 


demption 
» Matt. xxvii. 46. * Dan. ix. 26. II. 
Ji. 6, 8. © 1 Pet. 1. 18. a Rev. xiv. 4. 


and v. 9. en x. 18. Eph. v. 2, 25. 
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demption is alſo through his blood; and to 
deliver them out of the hands of all their 
enemies, and particularly from him who 
had the power of death, the devil; and to 
bring many ſons to glory, for which it was 
neceſſary the captain of their ſalvation 
ſhould be made perfect through ſufferings. 
For there was an abſolute neceſſity of 
them; ought not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe 
things*? he muſt; partly on the account of 
God, his counſels and decrees, his pro- 
miſes and prophecies. God reſolved on 
faving ſinners by Chriſt ; he appointed him 
to be his ſalvation ; he determined he ſhould 
ſuffer and die; and he was given up to 
men, by the determinate counſel of God, 
who did to him none other things than 
what his hand and counſel determined be- 
fore ſhould be done ; and to fullfil the de- 
crees of God, it was neceſſary Chriſt ſhould 
ſuffer, for his counſel ſhall land *; as well as 
to make good the many promiſes and pro- 
pPhecies concerning this matter, delivered 
out by the mouth of his holy prophets ; 
and had he not ſuffered, how then could the 
ſeriptures be fulfilled that thus it muſt be*? 
and partly on account of Chriſt himſelf, his 
covenant-engagements, to do this part of his 
Father's will, and the ſeveral predictions 
he himſelf gave out, that he ſhould ſuffer 

| many 


© Luke xxiv. 26, 4 If. xlvi. 10. 
* Matti, xxvi, 54. 


* 


* 
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many things 'of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
and die and riſe again. As alſc on the ac- 
count of the Lord's people, who otherwiſe 
could not be ſaved; for here was a law 
broken, which muſt be fulfilled, not only 
its precepts obeyed, but its penalty, which 
was death, muſt be endured ; injured and 
affronted juſtice to be ſatisfied, which could 
only be done by the ſinner or ſurety for 
him ſuffering the demerit of fin : there was 
no other way of ſaving ſinners but by the 
fufferings of Chriſt;.conliſtent with the pur- 
poles of God, his council and covenant, 
with the engagements of Chriſt, and the 
happineſs of the Lord's people, theſe ſuffer- 
ings could not be avoided ; it was not po/i- 
ble the cup ſhould paſs from him; could any 
other way have been found out, or theſe 
ſufferings excuſed, that prayer of our Lord 
would have * procured it. 

Nov all theſe ſufferings of Chriſt were 
no other than what were foretold by Moſes 
and the prophets. The firſt promiſe or 
hint of a Meſſiah ſuggeſts, that he would 
be a ſuffering one, thou ſhalt bruiſe his 
beel *; and all the prophets ſpeak of him 
as ſubject to reproach and trouble, to pains 
and ſorrows, to diſtreſs of every kind, and 
death itſelf. Read over the 22d Palm, 
and the 53d chapter of 1/azah, and it will 


be abundantly evident from thence, and 
other 


Matt. xxvi. 39. 8 Gen. iii. 15. 


427 1 


other paſſages, how the prophets ze/tzfied - 


before - hand the ſufferings of Chri/t, and 
the glory that ſhould follow; theſe ſhew 
that he would be a man of ſorrows and 
acquainted with griefs; that he would be 
wounded, bruiſed, give his back to the 
ſmiter, and his cheeks to them that plucked 
off the hair ; that he would be brought 
to the duſt of death, and his foul be poured 
out unto death; and that he ſhould be bu- 
ried, and make his grave with the wicked, 
and with the rich in his death. Yea, the 
ſeveral circumſtances of his ſufferings and 
death are moſt minutely and exactly fore- 


told in the writings of the prophets ; as 


that he ſhould be betrayed by one of his 
diſciples, one that eat bread with him ſhould 
lift up his heel againſt him ; that he ſhould 
be ſold for thirty pieces of filver, the price 
of a ſervant; a goodly price he was prized 
at by them ; that he ſhould be deſerted by 
all the diſciples, when he ſhould be ſeized 
and ſmitten ; that he ſhould'be crucified be- 
tween two thieves, or numbered among the 
tranſgreſſors; that the ſoldiers ſhould part 
his garments, and caſt lots on his veſture; 
that they ſhould give him gall for his meat, 
and vinegar for his drink, and that his 
ſide ſhould be pierced with a ſpear ', 

2dly, 


i. ii. i Pf. xli. 9. Zech. xi. 12, 13. and 
xiii. 7. II. lii. 12. Pf. xxii. 18. and Ixix. 21. Zech. 
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2dly, Another particular in which the 
apoſtle agreed with Moſes and the prophets, 
is, that Chriſt ſhould be the fir of the re- 
ſurrection of the dead *, or ſhould rife firſt 
from thence: that he is riſen is certain, not 
only from the teſtimony of the women who 
firſt came to his ſepulchre, and to whom he 
firſt appeared ; but from the teſtimony of 
his diſciples and others : of theſe, he was firſt 
ſeen of Cephas or Peter, then of the twelve, 
after that of above five hundred brethren 
at once; next of James, then of all the 
apoſtles; and even after his aſcenſion he 
was {zen by Stephen ſtanding on the right 
hand of God; and laſt of all by our apo- 
ftle, as here declared in the context, as 
one born out of due time*, Now the apoſtles 
of our Lord were choſen witneſſes of God for 
this purpoſe ®, and were men of unqueſtion- 
able characters; they were thoroughly ac- 
quainted with Chriſt, and could not be im- 
poſed upon; nor were they over-credulous, 
nay they were incredulous to a fault, and in 
this very caſe; they believed not the firſt 
report of it from the women, and the two 
diſciples that travelled with Jeſus to Em- 
maus; and therefore Chriſt at his firſt ap- 
pearance to them upbraided them with their 
unbelief, becauſe they believed not them which 
had feen him after he was riſen ® : and they 
had 


1 1 Cor. xv. 6, 7, 8. 
n Mark, xvi. 


* ITewrO- eg avaraotuc veXewy., 
AQts, vii. 55. = A.. 41. 
11, 13, 14. | 
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had all the opportunities and advantages of 
ſatisfying themſelves in this matter, they 
could wiſh for; he ſhewed himſelf alive to 
them by infallible proofs*; he was ſeen of 
them for the ſpace of forty days, during 
which time they frequently eat, and drank, 
and converſed with him; and they were 
men of probity and honeſty, and had no 
ſiniſter ends, nor worldly views to anſwer by 
making ſuch a report; but were ſure to meet 
with reproach and diſgrace, with rage and 
perſecution, and with death itſelf in every 
ſhape where-ever they came with it: nay 
the reſurrection of Chriſt is further con- 
firmed by the teſtimonies of angels, who 
declared at the grave, that he was not there, 
but was r:jen?; and not they, and men 
only, were witneſſes of this, but the Holy 
Ghoſt alſo, by ſigns and wonders of his at- 
tending the declaration of it . Moreover, 
not only Chriſt was to riſe from the dead, 
but he was to rife it, as he did; for tho” 
there were others that roſe before him, as 
to time, as the ſon of the widow of Sarepta, 
who was raiſed by Elijab, and the Shuna- 
mite's fon by Eliſha, and the daughter of 
Jairus, and the fon of the widow of Naim, 
and Lazarus, by our Lord ; yet theſe were 
raiſed, not by their own power, but by the 
power of another ; whereas Chriſt was raiſed 

D 2 by 
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by his own power, and fo declared to be 
the Son of God: they roſe to die again, 
but he roſe to an immortal life, never to die 
more; he was the firſt to whom God, in 
this ſenſe, ſhewed the path of hife* ; for tho 
he was dead he is alive, and lives for ever- 
more, and has the keys of hell and death* : 
likewiſe, he was the firſt in dignity that 
roſe from the dead; he who is the fir/?-born 


among many brethren, is the firſt-begotten 


from the dead; he roſe not as a private per- 


fon, but as the head of the body, the church, 
as the repreſentative of all his people, and 
they were raiſed up together with him *: alſo 
he is the firſt in cauſality ; he is the firſt 
cauſe of the reſurrection; as by man came 
death, by man came alſo the reſurrection of 
the dead; it is by virtue of his power, and 
in conſequence of union with him, the 
ſaints will riſe ; he is the firſt-fruits of them 
that flept *, the earneſt and pledge of their 
reſurrection; as ſure as his dead body is raiſed, 


ſo ſure ſhall theirs ; his glorious body raiſed 


is the exemplar and pattern, according to 
which the bodies of the ſaints will be Faſbion- 
ed in the reſurrection- morn; and it will be 
owing to his voice, and to the exertion of 
his almighty power, that the graves will be 
opened, and the dead will come forth and 
appear before him “. 


Now 
t Col. 1: 18. 
I. xxvi. 9 


* PC. xvi. 14. Rev. i. 18. 
Fph. ii. 6. eo. 10, 21 , 23. 
Phil. iii. 21. John, v. 28, 29. 
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Now this is a very principal doctrine of 


the goſpel, and of great moment and im- 
portance; on this the proof of Jeſus, being 
the true Meſſiah, greatly depends; this is 
the ſign he choſe to give to the adulterous 
and unbelieving generation of the Jes, 
when they required one of him, ſaying x, 
there ſhall no ſign be given it, but the ſign 
of the prophet Jonas; his lying three days 
and three nights in the whale's belly, a 
type of Chriſt's reſurrection from the dead 
on the third day. This doctrine is of ſo 
much conſequence, that were it not true, 
the whole of chriſtianity, the doctrine and 
preaching of it, the faith and hope of chri- 
ſtians would be affected with it, yea be all 
vain ? and worthleſs, The reſurrection of 
Chriſt has a very great concern in the juſti- 
fication of men; for he was raiſed again 
for our juſtification *; and it has an in- 
fluence on their regeneration, to which it 
is ſometimes aſcribed ; and both may be de- 
ſigned by the power of bis reſurrettion *, as 
well as the reſurrection of his people at the 
laſt day, which depends upon it. And the 
whole of this doctrine is no other than what 
Moſes and the prophets ſaid ſhould be; it 
is perfectly agreeable to the writings of the 
Old Teſtament ; it was hinted at in the 
types, of 1/aac being received from the dead 

as 

*\Matt. xii, 39. and xvi. 4. Y 1 Cor. xv. 14. 


* Rom. iv. 25. 1 Pet. i. 3. Pi. 10. 
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as in a figure by his father, after he had 
given him up for dead for three days, .and 
of Jonas being delivered from the belly of 
the whale, after he had lain in it three 
days and three nights; it was foretold by 
David, Iſaiab, and Heſeab particularly; who 
declare he ſhould not ſee corruption in the 
grave, that his dead body ſhould ariſe, and 
he and his people with him ſhould be 
uickened aſter two days. 

zaly and laſtly, another thing the apoſtle 
had aſſerted, which Moſes and the prophets 
had done before him, was, that Chriſt 
would be a light to Jews and Gentiles, or 
would ſhew light unto the people, and to the 
Gentiles ; firſt to the people of the Texvs, 
and then to the nations of the world. 

1. To the Jews. Chriſt was firſt ſent 
to them, even 70 the loft ſheep of the houſe 
of Iſraele, and to them only; ; he was fhe 
minifter of the circumciſion *, or of the cir- 
cumciſed Jews, to fulfil to them what God 
had promiſed and foretold ; and tho' they 
received him not, but rejected him, he ſent 
his apoſtles to them firſt, and charged them 
not to go into the way of the Gentiles, or 
into any. of the cities of the Samaritans ; 
and when their commiſſion was enlarged 


after his reſurrection, they were ordered to 


begin their miniſtry at Feruſalem*, Now 


theſe 
Pf. xvi: 10. 41 xxvi. 19. Hol, vi. 2. © Matt. 
XV. 24. Nom. xv. 8. at. . 7. 


Luke, xxiv. 47. 
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theſe people, notwithſtanding they had the 
law and ſtatutes of God, his word and or- 
dinances, and the divine oracles commit- 
ted to them, yet were in great darkneſs, 
and had no true underſtanding of them; 
in thoſe times there was a veil over their 
minds in reading the books of the Old 
Teſtament concerning Chriſt, and the things 
of the goſpel ; they were blinded, and fo 
were their leaders the Scribes and Phar:/ees. 
Chriſt came a light unto them, and the 
light of grace and truth came by him ; and 
ſome through his miniſtry, and that of his 
apoſtles, were ſpiritually and ſavingly en- 
lightened. 

2. To the Gentiles. Theſe were in great 
darkneſs before the coming of Chriſt; they 
were without a divine revelation, without 
any knowledge of God and Chriſt; they 
were ſuffered to walk in their own ways 
of darkneſs, ſuperſtition, and idolatry ; 


their times before this were times of ig- 


norance and blindneſs : but when Chriſt 


came, he ſent his apoſtles to them with the 
goſpel to enlighten them ; and they carried 
it throughout the world, and by means of 
it, many were called and turned from groſs 
darkneſs to marvellous light. And now all 
this was agreeable to the writings of the 
Old Teſtament, which repreſent Chriſt as 
the ſun of righteouſneſs ; as that great light 
which ſhould ariſe and ſhine on the Ga- 
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lilean Ferws, that ſat in darkneſs, and in 


the ſhadow of death, and ſhould alſo be 
a light of the Gentiles *; and ſo good old 
Simeon underſtood the prophefies concern- 


ing him, that he ſhould be à light to lighten 


the Gentiles, and the glory of the people of 
Jjrael 8, 4 | 


The uſe of all this is, a wonderful 
confirmation of divine revelation, of the 
truth of chriſtianity, and of Jeſus being 
the true Meſſiah ; for ſince the various 
things foretold in the Old Teſtament by 
Moſes and the prophets, at ſundry times, 
and in divers manners, appear to be ful- 
filled in the New, this proves the reve- 
lation to be of God; that chriſtianity ſtands 
upon a ſure foundation, and that Jeſus 
of Nazareth 1s the Chriſt promiſed and 
propheſied of from the beginning of the 
world. And this may ſerve to recommend 
the writings of the Old Teſtament to the 


reading and peruſal of men; ſince they e 


tify of Chriſt ſo clearly, concerning his per- 
ſon, office, and grace, and are fo profit- 


able for doctrine and inſtruction in righte- 


ouſneſs * we have here alſo the plan of 


the goſpel-miniſtry ; that it is a ſuffering, 


riſen, and exalted Saviour, held forth as a 
light to Jews and Gentiles. This was the 
plan 


t Luke, ii. 


f Mal. iv. 2. I. ix. 2. and xlii. 6. 
34. John, v. 39. 1 Tim. in. 16. 
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plan of the miniſtry of the apoſtle Paul; 
and no man need be aſhamed to copy after 
ſuch an example, who was the greateſt 
preacher that ever was upon earth, except- 
ing our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And now, my 
friends, I call you to bear witneſs that theſe 
truths, and what have been briefly ſug- 
geſted in this diſcourſe, have been what I 
have chiefly inſiſted upon in the courſe of 
this Lecture; namely, the doctrines of a 
Trinity of perſons in the Godhead ; of the 
perſon and office of Chriſt ; of the perſon 
and operations of the Bleſſed Spirit ; of ſpe- 
cial and diſtinguiſhing grace, as it appears, 
in election, redemption, juſtification, adop- 
tion, regeneration, ſanctification, and the 
final perſeverance of the ſaints; with other 
doctrines which are in conſequence of them, 
and in connection with them. And now 
I am about to take my leave of you, and 
this Lecture, and do: not through any diſ- 
like of the work I have been ſo long en- 
gaged in; not through any diſguit at any 
thing I have met with ; not through any 
diſcouragement for want of attendance or 
ſubſcription; I have nothing to complain 
of; the Lecture was never in better circum - 
ſtance than it now is. But I find my na- 
taral ſtrength will not admit me to preach 
ſo frequently, and with ſo much conſtancy, 


as I have done for many years paſt ; being 
now 


[ 36 ] 

now on the decline of life, in the fortreth 
year of my miniſtry ; ſo that it is time for me 
to have done with extra- ſervice, I mean ſer- 
vice out of the church of which I am paſtor. 
But a more principal reaſon 1s, that I may 
have a little more time and leiſure to attend to, 
and finiſh an arduous work upon my hands, 


An Expoſition of the Whole Old 7. eftament z 


art of which. work, I ſhall immediately 
propoſe for publicatic ; and if I meet with 


encouragement, the publiſhing of this will 


be an additional weight upon me; and I 
have no other way of eaſing myſelf but by 
dropping the Lecture; and theſe, and theſe 
only, are my reaſons for ſo doing. And 
now as I would be, and am, thankful to 


the God of my life, who has given me ſo 


much health and ſtrength, to carry on this 
Lecture for ſuch a courſe of years, with 
very little interruption for want of health; 
ſo I would, and do return thanks to you, 


my friends, who have ſo long encouraged. 


and ſupported me with your preſence and 


purſe ; and I heartily with and pray, that 


vou may be preſerved from the prevailing 
errors of the times, and may be kept ſted- 
faſt in the faith of the goſpel, and abide 
by the truths and ordinances of it; and 
that the means of grace you attend upon, 


In 
2 


„ 3214 
in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, here, or elſe- 
where, may be bleſſed unto you for your 
comfort and edification; and that you may 

ow in grace, and in the knowledge of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and be made meet to be par- 
takers of the inheritance of the ſaints in 


light, 


51 1 
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